
CROSSROADS CRUSADERS 
HOME SCHOOL BASKETBALL PROGRAM 

 
Purpose: "Bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ while excelling at competitive basketball."  

 
1 Timothy 4:8 “For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come”  
 

Goals:  
- Help communicate the good news of Jesus Christ to those involved in our program.  
- Develop players' basketball skills.  
- Develop as teams in terms of teamwork, skills, knowledge of basketball, etc., with a goal of 
competing at a high level.  
- At every game people should see Jesus working in the lives of our players, coaches and fans 
whether it is a close game or a blowout, whether the referees make good calls or bad, whether 
the opponents and their fans are kind or not. We want people to look at those involved in our 
program and see Jesus, NOT US.  
- Build a community of Christian fellowship as families spend time together at basketball related 
events. 

 
Playing Time Philosophy:  
 

Our goal is to give all players significant playing time throughout the season. This does not 
mean that all players will play equally or that every player will play in every game. Players that 
are seriously dedicated to basketball and work hard on off days to improve their talent and 
skills, will play more than players who take basketball less seriously. There may be certain 
games where a player(s) plays very little or not at all. There also maybe certain instances where 
a player may not get a lot of playing time throughout the season (ie a player on the varsity team 
with very little experience or a very young player on a 10u team, etc); however, we want these 
to be an exception rather than the rule. We are a competitive program but we make great 
effort to schedule competition appropriate for all skill levels.  
 
Giving generous playing time to all players is a difficult task for a coach. Please be patient and 
understanding if you feel your child is not playing enough. Do not approach the coaching staff 
after the game. Address the issue to the coach directly, waiting at least until the next day.  
 
If you are concerned that your child may not get significant playing time in a game or 
tournament please communicate with the coach. This way you and the coach can make an 
informed decision of whether or not it will be worthwhile for your child to attend that 
particular game or tournament. 



Furthermore, when we have a significant number of players at an age level, we may form more 
than one team and/or split the team for certain games.  This is all in an effort to provide 
additional playing time for each player. If multiple teams are formed at any age level, the 
coaching staff along with the program directors will have sole autonomy in deciding on which 
team players will play.   
 

Playing at a higher age level: 

In most cases, players will play on the team established for their respective age group.  The age 

divisions are established by the National Christian Home-school Championships.   

There will be times, however, when a player may be asked to play on a team at a higher age 

level.  This may occur in instances where we do not have enough players to form a team at a 

specific age level or because of the talent and skill of a player, he/she can significantly 

contribute to the success of a team at a higher age level.  In both the former and the latter, the 

coaching staff will make the decision.  At no time should a player, solely based on his/her 

request or in the request of the parent(s), be allowed to play at a higher age level. 

In instances where the parent and the coach are the same person, the decision to allow a 

player to play at a higher age level, shall be determined by the Director of Basketball 

Operations. 

A player can be allowed to play on more than one team, but only in exceptional cases and with 

an understanding of which team will be his/her primary team.  The player and parents must 

commit to attending all games for both teams, unless there is a conflict.  In the event of a 

conflict, the player will attend the game of his/her primary team, unless instructed otherwise 

by the coach of a player’s primary team or Director of Basketball Operations. 

 
 
Post Season Tournaments  
Near the end of every season, the Crusaders compete in 2 home-school post season 
tournaments: Midwest Regional Championship and the National Championship. These 
tournaments are the culmination of our season and the competitive goal of our season is to 
succeed in these tournaments. We strongly encourage all players and their families to 
participate in these tournaments. Some of our teams may be combined and we may not have a 
team for every age group.  

 
Crusaders Basketball is a ministry of: Crossroads Christian Youth Center 49W294 Rt. 30 

Big Rock, IL 60511 (630) 556-3202 www.crossroadscyc.com  



Points of emphasis this season: 
 
- Check your email – check your email, check your email, check your email. Please check your 
email at least once a day to look for updates. A weekly schedule will be emailed with any 
changes and updates. Please only contact a coach or athletic director if you think there is an 
error in the emailed schedule. Do not text a coach asking “what time is the game today?” 
 
- Tell your coach if you will miss a game or practice – Parents, please inform your coach if your 
child has to miss a game or practice.  
 
- Social media policy – Our social media policy is that people involved in the program will only 
speak positively about Crossroads or people involved in Crossroads. Players who make negative 
comments about coaches, players, parents, or Crossroads as a whole on any social media will 
be warned and/or disciplined (often be game suspension). Parents will not speak negatively on 
social media regarding Crossroads or people involved in Crossroads’ programs either. If you 
have an issue please follow the Conflict Resolution Guidelines listed on the last page of this 
handbook. 
 
- Please turn uniforms in immediately – When the season is over please bring your uniform to 
the basketball banquet. There is a $1 per day fine for turning in uniforms late. We put all the 
uniforms away at once at it is a huge hassle to get all of the boxes back out to put one uniform 
away late. 
 
- Commitment to NCHC Nationals – Please strongly consider participating in Homeschool 
Nationals. This is our goal as far as competition. We ask that you would do what is possible to 
have your child attend Nationals if their absence would hurt the team on the court. 
 
- Grade classification – We follow the grade classification guidelines of the NCHC (National 
Christian Homeschool Championships). They classify grades based on a players age on 
September 1st rather than based on the school work an athlete is doing. If a child is 11 on 
September 1st but doing freshman level school work we still consider them a 5th grader. If a 
child is 16 on September 1st but is doing 7th grade school work we still consider them a 
sophomore. A player is a senior in high school when they are 18 on September 1st.  
 
For many of you this may be a new concept but in homeschool sports it is the only fair way to 
classify grades. But there are certain advantages. You are free to do whatever academic work 
you desire with your child while they play competitive sports with age appropriate competition. 
Many students start taking dual-credit classes at the local college at a discounted rate while still 
in high school and get ahead academically before they graduate. Meanwhile they can still be 
play high school sports. 



As we enter another season of basketball, here are few things we want to make 

sure that everyone is aware of:  
 

Registration 
Everyone must go to www.crossroadscyc.com and submit a registration form online.  

Everyone in high school must turn in Immunization Records or letter of exemption from 

immunization.  

Everyone in high school must turn in Eye Exam Records or a letter of exemption from Eye exams.  

 

Team Fee  
Team fees should be paid at the beginning of the season. Fees include: all regular season team entry 

fees (including Regionals), uniforms, practice gym time, etc. There will be additional expenses for 

those attending nationals. 

This must be paid during the first week of practice. If you cannot pay the entire fee at once or need to 

work out a different plan with Crossroads, you must put it in writing and submit your request for 

approval. Players not paying their fees or submitting a request in writing will not be allowed to 

practice or play in games.  

 

Uniforms  
Each player will receive a uniform before the first game. These uniforms should be worn for games 

only, NOT for practice or any other purpose. When washing the Jersey tops, please hang dry them 

(numbers will fall off if put in dryer!). Practice Jerseys will be given to every player and should be 

worn at every practice. Since practice jerseys are reversible, players may want to wear an undershirt.  

All uniforms and practice jerseys must be turned in immediately following the end of the season. It is 

the player’s responsibility to turn in their uniform. If a player quits during the season we expect the 

uniform to be turned in within one week. There will be a $1 fine per day for uniforms that are turned 

in late. 

Undershirts – During games the use of undershirts is optional. However, when we wear our maroon 

(away) uniforms the undershirt must be black. If we are wearing our white (home) jerseys the 

undershirt must be white. Any arm sleeves, tights, headbands or wristbands must be black whether 

we are wearing maroon or white jerseys.  

 

Schedule  
Check email, check email, check email. We will send out a weekly schedule every week with 

updates. The website will updated but the most reliable information will always be in the weekly 

emailed schedule. Do not contact the coach or athletic director to find out about a game or practice 

time or location as all information is already available to you. Only contact if you think we have 

made a mistake or something is confusing.  

Parents must communicate with coaches about missed practices or games 

Parents Needed  

We still need parents to get involved in the following areas: team moms to assist the coaches, gym 

hosts and hall monitors for home games, admission help, keeping the book, running the scoreboard, 

helping with concessions, trip coordinators, etc. 

 

Crusaders Merchandise  
Crossroads has a limited amount of T-shirts, Sweatshirts, and Hoodies available for purchase. We 

will also be placing an order early in the season for Crusaders spirit wear.  

http://www.crossroadscyc.com/


Player’s Agreement  
Honor Christ  
I will make it a goal to represent Jesus as a basketball player and as a person.  
I will strive to grow in my daily walk with Christ through prayer, bible reading and 
Christian fellowship. 
I will be involved in church. 
I will learn to win humbly and lose gracefully.  
I will practice self-control by learning to control my pride, anger, words and 
actions. 
I will be a person of integrity and display a positive attitude at all times. 
I will not participate in gossip (even by texting). 
I will only speak positively about the program, players, parents or coaching staff 
on facebook, twitter or any other social media outlets.  
I will glorify God by dressing and acting modestly both at basketball events and in 
my everyday life. (Girls should not have sports bras exposed or have any skin 
exposed on the torso.) 

Honor Parents  
I will obey, honor, and respect my parents, coaches, referees, and other adults as 
the authority God has placed in my life.  
I will be diligent and work hard to get all my homework done on time.  
I will have a positive attitude as I represent the love of Christ to my parents and 
siblings at home.  

Excel at Basketball  
I will be committed to attending practices and games.  
I will always be in good communication with the coach about everything.  
I will give 100% at practice and games.  
I will commit to practice and work out on off days.  
I will be committed to striving to improve as a player and as a team throughout 
the season.  
I will be committed to teamwork, by putting the good of the team and others 
before myself.  
If at any time I break any part of this agreement, I realize that I may be disciplined 
by the coach or program directors. Discipline may involve running laps, losing 
playing time, suspension, or even being expelled from the team.  



Parent’s Agreement  
General statement: 
I will support the leadership of Crossroads and be in communication with them 
directly if there is disagreement. I will conduct myself in a manner consistent with 
Christian values.  
 
More specific details: 
I will support the purpose of Crusaders Basketball:  
"Bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ while excelling at competitive basketball."  
I have read the player’s agreement and agree to support it and help enforce it.  
I will care for my child's growing relationship with Jesus.  
I will be dedicated to the program and strive to have my child on time to every 
practice and game. If a discipline issue arises, I will contact the coach and discuss 
a solution that will be in the best interest of my child and the team before 
making the decision to keep my child from a practice or a game.  
I will always be in good communication with the coach and let him know ahead of 
time of any problems or the possibility of missing a practice or game.  
I will submit all forms and pay all fees ASAP, or work out another arrangement 
with the director. 
I understand that this is a competitive basketball program and will support its 
operation as such.  
I will be willing to get involved personally and help where needed and when 
asked.  
I will go to the coach, director, or other parents directly if I have a problem with 
anyone of them rather than causing division by talking to others about my issues.  
I will not listen to complaints about other people; rather, I will direct them to 
speak to the person whom they are complaining about so they may speak with 
the person directly. 
I will only speak positively about the program, players, parents or coaching staff 
on facebook, twitter or any other social media outlets.  
I will let the love of Jesus show through my life by my words and actions as a fan, 
parent, and representative of Crossroads Basketball. 



Coach’s Agreement  
I will support and constantly emphasize the purpose and goals of Crusaders Basketball:  
"Bring glory and honor to Jesus Christ while excelling at competitive basketball."  
I will set a positive example for my players by my attitude and actions, on and off the 
court by attempting to acting as Jesus would and considering others more significant 
than myself.  
I will be in prayer with and for my team and players.  
I will lead my team to pray before throughout games and practices. 
I will hold Bible studies every practice with my team and encourage the players to take 
leadership.  
I will minister to my players’ hearts helping them grow in their relationships with Jesus.  
I will come under the Crossroads leadership, and before making any changes to 
philosophy, etc. I will get it approved by the leadership of Crossroads.  
I will copy Crossroads on any email I send to my parents/players 
I will be dedicated to the team and to helping the team and each player improve.  
I will be in good communication with players and parents regarding scheduling changes, 
etc.  
I will develop manageable team goals and emphasize accomplishing them.  
I will appoint team captains based on Christian character and leadership.  
I will be in good communication with the director and attend all coach’s meetings.  
I will work with the parents to discipline each player as necessary.  
I will not put down or belittle any player; rather I will use positive encouragement.  
I will honor Christ and exhibit self-control as I coach and work with my team.  
I will work with other coaches and the directors to do what's best for the program and 
my team. This includes: giving and receiving feedback from the directors and other 
coaches regarding strategic schemes, player development, etc. 



Crossroads Crusaders Conflict Resolution Guidelines  
 
The Crossroads Crusader Basketball Program is a competitive program that is inclusive of any and all 

homeschool students within the greater Naperville/Aurora, IL area.  In addition to increasing the 

spiritual development of the players in the program, we also strive to assist each player in reaching 

his/her fullest potential as a basketball player.  Moreover, we stress that the team is more important 

than any individual player and, at times, that means self-sacrifice for the betterment of the team. 

The players in our program will be taught the importance of teamwork, discipline, commitment, and 

respect for others.  Selfish acts, divisive actions, and poor attitude will be grounds for discipline, up to 

and including dismissal from the program.  In the event of a dismissal, no refunds for any fees will be 

returned to the player and/or parent(s). 

Conflict Resolution Process: 

In most instances, an informal conversation between the player and coach will resolve most issues.  But, 

in rare instances, some conflicts must be resolved through a formal process.  The following outlines the 

procedures for resolving conflicts and/or issues 

1. We encourage the player to speak with his/her coach.  If the matter cannot be resolved 

between player and coach or if the matter rises to the level where it is not reasonable for the 

player and coach to meet to resolve it, then move to step 2.  If the issue arises from the coach, 

the coach should seek to resolve the matter with the player.  If the coach cannot resolve the 

issue with the player, the coach should contact the player’s parent(s) and move to step 2.   

2. The initiating party (player, parent, or coach), should first contact the other party to arrange a 

meeting.  Prior to the meeting, the initiating party should advise the other party of the subject 

of his/her concern so that the other party can be prepared to discuss the issue. 

3. If the issue is not resolved at step 2 or if the problem persists, the initiating party should contact 

the Director of Basketball Operations to arrange a meeting.  A meeting will be arranged with all 

parties.  If the issue and/or complaint is against a coach, the Chair will resolve the issue in 

accordance with article 4, subsection 4, of the by-laws.  If the issue and/or complaint is against a 

player or parent, the Chair will work with all parties and assist the head coach of the team to 

resolve the issue and/or complaint. 

Being a coach is an extremely difficult position.  There are many things that impact the decisions that a 

coach makes during a game.  The coach must make numerous decisions during a game: who will play, 

when, for how long, and at which positions, just to name a few.  The coach must assess his/her players’ 

talent, attitude, and ability to perform over the course of a game.  Moreover, the coach must make 

decisions not only for the present, but for the future good of the program.  With that in mind, only in 

extreme instances will a coach’s judgment be allowed to be called into question about decisions that 

he/she makes during a game.  Moreover, under no circumstances will we accept complaints that 

compare the talent, skill, ability, attitude, or playing time to other players. 


